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APA DOCUMENTATION STYLE: REFERENCES LIST 
 
Most social science disciplines use American Psychological Association (APA) style to cite 
sources. APA-style documents include brief in-text citations (see quicktip on “APA 
Documentation Style: In-Text Citations”) in combination with a more detailed listing of sources in 
a separate References list at the end of a document. 
 
The requirements for what to include in References lists are designed so that another 
researcher could find and refer to the same sources you’ve included. Below are guidelines 
adapted from Diana Hacker’s Pocket Style Manual, 5th ed., that show the basic principles of 
most forms of APA citation: 
 
Book 

 
Article in a periodical (print) 

 
 

Section in a Web document 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Article from a database 

1 Author 
2 Date of publication 
3 Title and subtitle 
4 City of publication 
5 Publisher 

Black, L. J.  (1998). Between talk and teaching: Reconsidering the writing conference. Logan, UT:  

Utah State University Press. 

 1 3 4 

5 

2 

1 Author 
2 Date of publication 
3 Title of article 
4 Name of periodical  
5 Volume and issue  

numbers 
6 Page numbers 

Breuch, L. K. (2005). The idea(s) of an online writing center: In search of a conceptual model.  

The Writing Center Journal, 25(2), 21–38. 

1 3 

4 5 6 

1 Author 
2 Date of publication  

or most recent  
update 

3 Title of document  
on website 

4 Title of website or  
section of site 

5 URL of document 

George Mason University Writing Center. (n.d.) Who is allowed to be original? In Valuing written accents:  

International voices in the U.S. academy. Retrieved from http://writtenaccents.gmu.edu/ 

research_findings/original.php 

1 2 4  3 

1 Author 
2 Date of publication 
3 Title of article 
4 Name of periodical 
5 Volume and issue  

numbers 
6 Page numbers 
7 DOI 
8 Name of database 
(if there is no DOI) 
9 Document number 
(if there is no DOI) 
 

Haneda, M. (2009). The joint construction of meaning in writing conferences. Applied Linguistics, 25(2),  

178–219. Retrieved from ERIC database (EJ789222). 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 8 9 
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Now with 2010 
APA update! 



Here is an example of what an APA-style References page typically looks like. Using 
standard formats for your entries enhances your credibility with academic readers, and 
alphabetizing your list helps fellow researchers quickly locate the sources that you refer 
to in the body of your text. For more formats & source types, visit 
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/. 
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APA-style reference lists are evenly double-spaced, with one-
inch margins all around. Entries are alphabetical by author, or, if 
no author, by title. Every entry begins flush left; additional lines 
are indented 5 spaces. 
 

Label your page 
“References” in 
the center of the 
first line. 

Note that in 
general… 
• authors’ names 

are in reverse 
order;  

• only the first 
letters of 
authors’ first 
names are 
given; 

• “and” is written 
as “&”; 

• only the first 
title word (& the 
first title word 
after the colon, 
if title has a 
colon) is 
capitalized; 

• the retrieval 
date for online 
sources is 
needed only if 
the content 
cited is likely to 
be changed or 
updated. 

book with two editor(s) 

 journal article from database 
with three authors and Digital 

Object Identifier (DOI) 

selection from an 
edited book 

 electronic reference 
with corporate author 

 final version of a journal 
article with no DOI retrieved 

from a database 

unpublished paper 

government document 

book with edition 

motion picture 

 = electronic resource 

article from online encyclopedia 


